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1. X T 417 ABouT US
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The Middle East Studies Institute (MESI) is an independent academic research institution
affiliated to the Shanghai International Studies University (SISU). The MESI was listed as
the Key Research Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences at Universities (Key Research

Institute, KRI) by the Ministry of Education of PRC in 2000. There are four national, regional
or field research centers under the MESI.
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Middle East Studies Institute of
Shanghai International Studies University

PIRERM S REHFRPIL

Center for Middle East Area Studies

PRASZSLHFTPIL

Center for Middle East Society
and Culture Studies

PREGESEFHRPIL
Center for Middle East Politics
and Economy Studies

PRESFSTGEHEPIL
Center for Middle East Military
and Security Studies
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2. BT 50 A A% FACULTY & STAFF
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As of December 2020, there were 17 full-time researchers and one administrative
staff in the MESI . The academic committee is composed of 13 experts.

BABK R Team Members

8.7 ¥ /BAO Chengzhang, Associate Professor | T4& /DING Jun, Professor

Jed8 ik /FAN Hongda, Professor #hiEih /HAN Jianwei, Associate Professor
Z=& /LI Yi, Associate Professor x| pE ke /LIU Shengxiang, Professor

%) P &, /LIU Zhongmin, Professor 41#% /NIU Song, Professor

8,8 /QIAN Xuming, Associate Professor A4 /SHU Meng, Assistant Professor

JEJ)% /WANG Bo, Professor ( £F%) X'V B, /WEN Shaobiao, Assistant Professor
4 /YU Yong, Associate Professor K # XL /ZHANG Hanwen, Secretary

Fit /ZHANG Yuan, Professor A% /ZHAO Jun, Associate Professor

K EE) /ZhU Weilie, Professor ( & 3%) 4k & 5% /ZOU Zhiqiang, Associate Professor

FAREZERZS Academic Committee

T4 /Prof DING Jun, _E#SPEERS T /Prof DING Long, X¥M25%R K%
48 /Prof JIN Zhongjie, TEKF 2453 / Prof LI Weijian, _Ei% B FRFIFAF IR
%] ¥ K, / Prof. LIU Zhongmin, _E#&SPEERS | HEEFE / Prof. MA Xiaolin, #iTsNEEF L
FMER] /Prof. SUN Degang, 2 B K% J&EA /Prof. TANG Zhichao, T EASH51%
F A4 / Prof WANG Jian, LA HFE FHIFE / Prof WANG Lincong, W EAAHF1R

EH F /Prof. WANG Youyong, LifshEEXF| HRVAHE / Prof XU Yihua, H B K%

A / Prof. YU Jianhua, _Ei#AEAH SR
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3. TAFZ L OVERVIEW
3.1 “# R Discipline Advancement
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The MESI actively promoted the participation in the new round of evaluation of the
Key Research Institute. Multiple rounds and multiple people participated in the filling
of the evaluation materials of university’s political science as the first-level discipline,
providing solid support for the evaluation on disciplines of political science and foreign
language and literature. It completed the compilation of the “13th Five-Year” construction
plan summary and the “14th Five-Year” construction plan draft. It also participated in
various activities of the university’s “Double First Class” construction project.
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3.2 Mg Team Building
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One staff was selected into the national talent project, making a great breakthrough
in the construction of the first-level discipline of political science in our university. There
were two newly added doctoral supervisors in the MESI in the year, increasing the number

of on-the-job doctoral supervisors in the institute to nine. Five researchers were selected
into the 3rd SISU young teachers’ scientific research innovation team.
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One staff was elected as the vice president of the Chinese Society of World Ethnology,
making MESI the third vice-president unit of national academic organizations after the
Chinese Society of Asian and African Studies and the Chinese Middle East Society. One
staff was selected among authors of Important Reprinting Sources of RDFY (2019 Edition),
as the only person from the political science discipline of our university (a total of 63 in
the country). Many staff members have been invited as academic part-time researchers.
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3.3 BFHIJF T4E Scientific Research
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A total of 29 research projects on various levels and types have been approved, two
books and 145 academic papers of various types have been published. Among them, 38

academic papers were published in CSSCI source journals and overseas academic journals.
Three papers were reprinted by International Politics and Xinhua Wenzhai.
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3.4 BRI Teaching and Talents
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The MESI offers a total of 20 courses for undergraduates, masters, and doctoral
candidates. As many as six Ph.D. candidates and nine master degree candidates graduated
in 2020. Among the graduate students, one student won the title of Shanghai Excellent
Graduate, one student won the National Scholarship of the Ministry of Education, and one
student won the third prize of the 12th Jin Zhonghua Cup Essay Competition on International
Studies.
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3.5 “# AR Academic Exchanges
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The MESI sponsored or co-hosted five national academic conferences and academic
workshops, actively participated in international and domestic academic conferences and
presented 65 papers; Signed a MoU with the Middle East and Islamic Studies Center of
Ritsumeikan University, Japan; Continued to host seven lectures on think tank construction,

more than a hundred of which had been held totally till then; Held 14 academic reports
on the situation in the Middle East.
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3.6 ¥k 55 Consultation Service
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Compiled 36 issues of research reports and 37 issues of research briefs on Middle
East studies. Many research reports and policy suggestions have been adopted by higher-
level departments or received positive comments from relevant top officials. One expert
was invited to Beijing to give a special lecture on relevant major issues to the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee. The sponsor sent a letter to
the university to express praise and thanks later, saying that the explanation of the expert
was systematic, comprehensive and in-depth, and was praised by the top official. One person

was invited to Beijing to receive consultations on foreign policy issues from some top
official.

3.7 Hi 9] % Media Commentary
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Published 69 op-ed articles in mainstream domestic newspapers such as Guangming
Daily, Global Times, and China Social Sciences Today. Published 13 op-ed articles in
mainstream overseas newspapers in countries such as Iran, Egypt and Turkey. Interviewed
136 times by mainstream media at home and abroad, from media including the People’s
Daily and its overseas editions, Xinhua News Agency, and Iranian National News Agency.
Published 48 original articles on domestic and foreign websites. Among them, International
Department of the Paper released a series of manuscripts on the Middle East pandemic
situation written by five experts from the MESI.



MESI Annual Report 2020

3.8 T Yk Awards and Prizes
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One person’s monograph won the second prize of the 8th University Scientific Research
Outstanding Achievement Awards (Humanities and Social Sciences). Also research outcomes
of the MESI have won the second prize in the paper category and the third prize in the
monograph category of SISU Outstanding Scientific Research Achievement Awards.
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3.9 15 BV #% Information Dissemination

FXRAF] (TR ) §RKF LETHABIAE
%7 FH, HARNEL RCCSE ¥ LAZCHT]. CNKI LHRAF; &
LFF (R PRSP 2T ) FRBERE LTI LT HF R
EFER I 202%; AFHFIFIRZZRTE TEMAWR" L
BEGCARAE 5200 (R) 5 P XUM3E, AT ART R A FedfiZ 13 6,

Chinese bimonthly journal Arabic World Studies was awarded the Excellent Grade
in the evaluation of Shanghai journals’ editing quality for the first time. And it was again
selected as RCCSE Chinese core journals and CKNI statistical source journals. The annual
data report of the English quarterly journal Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and Islamic
Studies shows that its paper download rate has increased by 202% compared with the
previous year. Compiled and sent 52 emails and research reports from the British think

tank Arab Monitor throughout the year. Timely updated and sent information on Chinese
website and WeChat official account.
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3.10 #2238 M Social Influence
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In April, the MESI was listed in two lists of national excellent think tanks in the
Tsinghua University's Think Tank Big Data Report (2019). In August, the MESI was
included in the Global Think Tank Evaluation Research Report (2019) published by
China Social Science Press as a case study of 20 characteristic think tanks in China on
the “Belt and Road” Initiative. In December, it was selected as the Top 12 region and
country studies think tanks by the 2019 Annual Report on the Development of CTTI Source

Think Tanks published by Nanjing University Press, and ranked first in the score. It has
been highlighted in the report as one of the two national think tanks in this field.
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614 | 2019 Annual Report on the Development of CTTI Source Think Tanks |

Approved by the Ministry of Education to be one of the Key Research Institutes
of Humanities and Social Sciences in Universities by the Ministry of Education in

December, 2000, the Middle East Studies Institute of Shang.ghai International Studies

University is the only key institute in this university. Attaching great importance to

team building, the institute gradually builds up a research team with advantages and
characteristics while combining application measures research with basic research.
and social science research with humanities research. It not only maintains regular
contact and communication with relevant ministries and commissions of the central
government, but also promotes the overall construction of Arabic studies and Islamic
studies with Chinese characteristics. In addition, the institute has laid a good
academic foundation while continuously promoting achievement transformation. In the
past three years. the institute has published nearly a hundred academic papers, as
well as important academic works, such as Research on Economic Modernization of
Islamic Republic of Iran. Clinical View on the Hot-Button Issues of the Middle
East and The Research on the National Security Svstem and Mechanisms of Main
Countries in the World. In addition. over the past three vears, the institute has
submitted more than 60 internal references. actively offering suggestions and

providing advisory services for decision-making.

Table 11.3 Top 12 Think Tanks in Regional and National Research According
to Performance in PAI Assessment

(in alphabetical order according to the [irst letters of their names in pinvin spelling)

Names of Think Tanks ‘ PAI P A 1

G20-BFSU Center. Beijing Foreign Studies University | 100, 95 | 142, 5 | 99 0

N o o . | 103, 3 119 | 116 0
Beijing Foreign Studies University : ‘

National Research Center for Canadian Studies.
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5. Data Scanning of CTTI Source Think Tanks in Different Policy Areas 615
Continued
Names of Think Tanks PAI P A |
B‘rl‘Fxsh Studxes Centre, Beijing Foreign Studies 166.25 | 253. 5 109 34
University
Center for American Studies, Fudan University 482.15| 304.5 819 421
Center for Russian Studies of ECNU (CRS) 170, 3 223 196 0
Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Jilin University 152. 4 303 3 0
Center for Turkish Studies, Shanghai University 106. 6 69 173 101
Mi st Studies Insti , Shanghai
iddle East btudlfss Inst.nute. Shanghai 918.75 | 822.5 187 1,807

International Studies University
.

German Studies Center, Tongji University 172.9 179 278 0
Irjs'tltutft of Korean Peninsula Studies, Yanbian 214. 9 410 13 0
University

Institute of Myanmar Studies, Yunnan University | 103. 9 119 148 0
Insti f Afri Studies, Zheji N |

anmm? of African Studies ejiang Norma 622. 8 635 927 136
University
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4. 3% APPENDICES
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